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Abstract

With the increasing consciousness of worldwide global environmental problems, requirements for the
industry have shifted from the reduction in environmental burdens of industries such as pollution prevention
and energy saving measures to the reduction in overall environmental burdens on a life-cycle of a product
produced by the industry including both its use and disposal phases. A method to quantitatively evaluate the
total environmental loads is being internationally standardized under the name of life-cycle assessment
(LCA), which have attracted attention as a tool for future technology and product development. This paper
gives an outline of LCA, reviews the input-output approach for LCA which was developed by Advanced

Technology Research Laboratories, Nippon Steel and discuss the application and issues of the approach.
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